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PART III.—HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS 
IN CANADA.* 

The work of restoring and preserving sites of national historic interest in Canada 
was inaugurated about eighteen years ago, after representations had been made to 
the Government concerning the need for acquiring, as a great national heritage, 
sites and relics associated with the early history of the Dominion. The National 
Parks Bureau of the Lands, Parks, and Forests Branch, Department of Mines and 
Resources, is now entrusted with the task of marking and preserving such sites and 
monuments as have been acquired. In the important work of weighing and con
sidering the historic background and associations of sites and memorials, the Bureau 
is assisted by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, an honorary 
body whose members, resident in various parts of the country, are historians of 
recognized standing. 

Since the inception of its work, the Board has weighed and considered the 
circumstances surrounding more than a thousand sites of which over three hundred, 
most of which are listed below, have been judged to be of sufficient national impor
tance to warrant their being suitably marked and maintained. These include: 
[ndian earthworks, forts, and villages; French forts, trading posts, and mission 
enterprises; sites connected with British exploration and naval and military oper
ations in the long struggle for the possession of Canada; posts of the Hudson's Bay 
Company; and sites related to the economic and industrial development of the 
Dominion. 

For the marking of these sites a finely designed tablet of bronze is used; the 
tablet in most cases is affixed to a field-stone cairn or a cut-stone monument, although 
in some instances it is placed on an existing structure associated with the site. 

Among the outstanding historic sites preserved and maintained by the National 
Parks Bureau, the Fortress of Louisbourg in Cape Breton takes high place, for here 
were enacted the early stages of the long struggle which culminated in the possession 
of Canada by the British Crown. Louisbourg was one of the most keenly disputed 
fortresses in North America. It was erected more than two centuries ago by the 
French, who had named the settlement in honour of Louis the Fourteenth, King of 
France. It was captured by the British forces in 1745, but was subsequently 
handed back to the French. It was again besieged by the English and finally 
captured by them in 1758. It is interesting to recall that one of the brigades of 
infantry engaged in the recapture of Louisbourg was commanded by General Wolfe, 
who was later to die heroically at Quebec. Most of the original area of the fortress 
has now been acquired by the Dominion Government. Careful excavation work 
has been carried out and a museum established at the site. From a visit to this 
museum and a tour of the grounds the visitor can reconstruct in imagination a little 
of the historic past of Louisbourg. 

Another notable historic site in Nova Scotia is Fort Anne in Annapolis Royal. 
Before the Pilgrim Fathers landed at Plymouth Rock, a thriving village stood on the 
shores of the Annapolis Basin, and here one of the first vessels built on this continent 
unfolded its sails. Annapolis Royal, too, saw the departure of 1,600 Acadians in 
the expulsion of 1755, the event so strikingly portrayed in Longfellow's Evangeline. 
The museum building recently restored was originally the Officers' Quarters and 
was built in 1797-98 under the supervision of Edward, Duke of Kent, the father of 

* Prepared under the direction of the National Parks Bureau, Department of Mines and Resources. 


